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ABSTRACT: Assembling monolayers into a bilayer system
unlocks the rotational free degree of van der Waals (vdW)
homo/heterostructure, enabling the building of twisted bilayer
graphene (tBLG) which possesses novel electronic, optical, and
mechanical properties. Previous methods for preparation of homo/
heterstructures inevitably leave the polymer residue or hexagonal
boron nitride (h-BN) mask, which usually obstructs the measure-
ment of intrinsic mechanical and surface properties of tBLG.
Undoubtedly, to fabricate the designable tBLG with clean interface
and surface is necessary but challenging. Here, we propose a simple
and handy method to prepare atomically clean twisted bilayer
graphene with controllable twist angles based on wetting-induced
delamination. This method can transfer tBLG onto a patterned substrate, which offers an excellent platform for the observation of
physical phenomena such as relaxation of moire ́ pattern in marginally tBLG. These findings and insight should ultimately guide the
designable packaging and atomic characterization of the two-dimensional (2D) materials.
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■ INTRODUCTION

Twisted bilayer graphene (tBLG), consisting of two atomically
graphene monolayers with van der Waals (vdW) coupling,1 has
been the research hot spot due to its unique physical
properties, such as the van Hove singularities,2,3 super-
conductivity,4,5 and superlubricity.6 More interestingly, once
graphene sheets are stacked at the marginally small angles
(<1°, m-tBLG), the atomic reconstruction will lead to the
formation of a unique moire ́ pattern with triangular
boundaries.7−9 Such a long-period moire ́ pattern with a
network of domain walls (DWs) endows the graphene with
fascinating solitonic properties (e.g., valley-polarized transport
channels10,11 and reflect plasmons12). To fully explore 2D
material properties and fabricate 2D homo/heterostructures, a
clean and intact transfer from the initial substrate onto target
area without damaging their intrinsic physical properties and,
in particular, without any chemical contamination is
fundamentally essential.13

So far, several transfer methods have been developed to
stack different 2D materials in vdW heterostructures, including
the polymer-based sacrificial layer method,14−17 the poly-
dimethylsiloxane (PDMS)-based all-dry transfer method,18 and
the vdW pickup transfer method.19,20 The most popular
method for assembling 2D heterostructures is by using h-BN
flakes as a “transfer tape”, which arises from the strong vdW
interaction between graphene and h-BN.21−23 However, the

presence of h-BN and polymer residues on the graphene
surface would impact the structure characterization, intrinsic
physical properties as well as the following device performance
of tBLG.24−26 Therefore, the fabrication of a tBLG sample with
minimal masks (i.e., polymer residuals and h-BN) remains a
challenge, achieving which would enable a number of
previously elusive characterizations on the intrinsic structural
properties of tBLG, for example, moire ́ patterns of tBLG.27
Recently, a capillary force stemming from liquid film has

been used to transfer 2D materials and fabricate vdW
heterostructures15,28,29 or most recently for soft materials
printing.30,31 However, the critical problem in the capillary
force dominated transfer process is that surface tension of
water might damage the ultrathin flakes. For instance, once the
water penetrated into the graphene/SiO2 interface, the
capillary force can cause the tensile stress and even fracture
in graphene layer. Thus, two critical issues have to been
considered: (i) the capillary force induced the damage of
graphene; (ii) the polymer layer caused surface pollution.
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Motivated by these issues, in this work, we propose a wetting
assisted transfer strategy for the direct transfer and
deterministic assembly of graphene monolayers. Combining
with MD simulation and theoretical analysis, we deduce an
energy criterion for this wetting transfer process. In experi-
ment, we employ a water droplet modified PDMS film as
adhesive glue to grab monolayer graphene from the SiO2

substrate.29,30 Through modifying the hydrophilicity of SiO2

substrate, we can successfully detach monolayer graphene from
the SiO2/Si substrate with indiscernible mechanical damage,
followed by stacking two monolayer graphenes to form tBLG
structure with controllable twist angles. On the basis of this
method, we characterize a freestanding m-tBLG sample by
micro-Raman spectroscopy and dark field transmission

electron microscopy (DF-TEM) and further reveal the
uniformity of twist angles of samples within the tested regions.

■ RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

Figure 1a illustrates the schematic drawing of the droplet-
assistant transfer process for graphene monolayers. Through
the mechanical exfoliation method,32 several monolayer
graphene sheets with ∼100 μm lateral size were directly
deposited onto plasma-treated SiO2/Si substrate. Then we can
find several monolayer graphene sheets with the same crystal
orientation. According to earlier works, a thin layer of liquid
(e.g., water) has been successfully used as an instant glue to
pick up 2D materials,29 while the water-induced surface
tension might fold and even damage 2D materials, making the

Figure 1. Fabrication of twisted bilayer graphene. (a) Schematic illustration of the wetting transfer process for tBLG. (b, c) Optical images of
adjacent mechanical exfoliated monolayer graphenes (MLGs) on SiO2/Si substrate. (d) Optical images of tBLG fabricated by graphene monolayers
via the wetting transfer method. The dashed lines show the stacking region. (e, f) Images of lateral force signal of monolayer graphenes in (b) and
(c), respectively, white arrows indicate the lattice orientations. (g) Lateral force images of freestanding m-tBLG showing the clear moire ́ pattern.
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precise positioning more difficult. In our method, we attach a
single water droplet to a wedge PDMS film (2 mm × 2 mm) in
the view of optical microscope, and then we can easily move
the droplet to the top of graphene/SiO2 substrate. We carefully
control the position between PDMS film and graphene/SiO2/
Si substrate to ensure water droplet entrapped within the
graphene/SiO2 interface to weaken the strong adhesion energy
(100−400 mJ/m2).33,34 After lifting one of the monolayer
graphene sheet, we can translate the PDMS/graphene to the
top of the other graphene sheet. Finally, the graphene on
PDMS can be attached to the other graphene through
conventional PDMS transfer method.18

Note that the key step in the above transfer process is to
detach monolayer graphene from the SiO2/Si substrate
without damage. Previous work often utilized the polymeric
coating layers (e.g., poly(methyl methacrylate) or poly-
(propylene carbonate)) as prepared by spin-coating technol-
ogy;35 however, these protective layers were difficult to clean
up. Herein, we focus on the optimization of transfer step and
improvement of success rate of transfer. We conducted two
ways to lift graphene in the transfer process: (1) water contacts
with graphene first and (2) PDMS contacts with graphene first.
In the first case, the water droplet first contacts the graphene as
the PDMS closing to the substrate (Figure S1a,b). The water
droplet might penetrate the interface between graphene and
substrate due to the strong interaction between water and
substrate. This means the graphene would be lifted first and
then tend to float on the surface of droplet. In this step, the
surface tension of water may cause the large tensile stress in the
graphene layer due to the absence of the supporting layer. As
the droplet spreads across the graphene layer, the entire
graphene could be broken. In comparison, in the second case,
most regions of the graphene sheets remain intact (Figure
S1c,d). When the water spreads to break the interface between
graphene and substrate, the lifted graphene will attach to the
PDMS. Thanks to the van der Waals interaction between
graphene and PDMS, the monolayer graphene could be lifted

with minimal damage. In other words, PDMS can act as the
support layer to minimize the tensile stress in the lifted
graphene layer. On the basis of this observation, we designed a
wedge-shaped PDMS film to ensure the graphene layers
contacts PDMS first (Figure S2). Consequently, the monolayer
graphene sheet could be easily peeled off from the substrate
and then adhere onto the PDMS stamp (Figure S3).
Meanwhile, the detached monolayer graphene sheet would
keep the crystal orientation due to the supporting of PDMS
film, which is beneficial for controlling the twist angle, as
verified in Figure 1b−d.
To understand the underlying mechanism of such water

droplet assisted delamination, we prepared four groups of
samples including monolayer and multilayer graphene on the
treated and untreated substrates. The detailed surface treat-
ment process of substrate and measurement of contact angles
are illustrated in Figure S4. There are ten samples in each
group, and the statistical data of successful transferred samples
are summarized in Figure 2a. The surface treatment of the
substrate significantly affects the success rate of transfer for
graphene flakes. Figure S5a−d shows that graphene flakes on
the untreated substrate were difficult to be lifted. Compara-
tively, the graphene flakes on the treated substrate were easily
transferred in Figure S5e−h. The whole transfer process can be
seen in Movies S1 and S2.
According to the above experimental results, we infer that

the hydrophilicity of the surface is more favorable to the
transfer of graphene. To further study the mechanism of this
phenomenon, we propose a simplified one-dimensional (1D)
mechanical model. In this work, we show a wetting-induced
delamination for this water-assistant transfer process. The
success of such transfer is dependent on the energy difference
between the initial and final configurations. Therefore, we can
write the energy change per area (Δγ) as

gp wp ws gsγ γ γ γ γΔ = − + − (1)

Figure 2. Wetting-induced delamination mechanism. (a) Comparison of the success rate of graphene transfer on untreated and treated substrates.
(b) Change of energy differences with increasing contact angle θs. The region labeled by solid dashed line is the energy criteria for transferring
monolayer graphene. (c) MD simulations showing the delamination process of graphene with different interactions between water and substrate.
The insets indicate the snapshots of MD simulation results in transfer process. The stress distribution can be seen in Movies S3 and S4.
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where γgp, γwp, γws, and γgs represent the interaction energy per
area between graphene and PDMS, water and PDMS, water
and substrate, and graphene and substrate, respectively. The
spontaneous transfer would occur if the system energy is
reduced, i.e., Δγ < 0, which implies

(cos cos )gp gs p s w s pγ γ γ γ γ θ θ− < − + − (2)

where we applied Young’s equation; γw is the surface tension
coefficient of water, γp is the surface energy of PDMS, γs is the
surface energy of substrate, θs is the contact angle between
substrate and water, and θp is the contact angle between PDMS
and water. A more understandable form takes

(cos cos )gs gp w s pγ θ θΓ − Γ < − (3)

where we applied the definition of adhesion, Γgs is the adhesion
energy between graphene and SiO2 substrate, and Γgp is the
adhesion energy between graphene and PDMS. We find that
the transfer would be energetically favored when the water-
associated surface energies can make up the adhesion
difference between graphene/SiO2 and graphene/polymer.
Immediately, the wetting transfer method can be optimized by
using high-surface-energy liquid, superhydrophilic substrate,
and superhydrophobic polymer film.
The contact angles θs and θp are related to the hydrophilicity

of SiO2 substrate and PDMS, respectively,36,37 and are
experimentally tuned, for instance, by O2 plasma treatment
of SiO2 substrate. We select that Γgs and Γgp are 100 mJ/m2

and 40 mJ/m2, respectively, according to experimental
measurements. Figure 2b shows the dependence of energy
difference Δγ on the contact angle θs where the contact angle
θp is fixed to 120°.37 In this case, the hydrophilic surface of the

substrate would allow the transfer of the sheet (i.e., Δγ < 0)
when θs < 70°. In our experiments, θs is indeed 37°.
To further demonstrate the energy difference Δγ determined

wetting assisted delamination mechanism, we performed
molecular dynamics (MD) simulations with different inter-
action between water and substrate. As shown in Figure 2c,
monolayer graphene was first placed on the underlying
substrate with a slightly prelifted edge where the gap was
filled with water molecules. A gap of ∼5 nm was set in the
model, and the contact angles in the MD models are shown in
Figure S6. Driven by the hydrophilic interaction between water
and the underlying substrate, water molecules tend to spread
forward on the SiO2 substrate (termed as wetting).36 As
expected, when the water−substrate interaction is modified
such that Δγ = −20 mJ/m2, water molecules enter into the
graphene−substrate interface (gap) spontaneously. As a result,
the graphene monolayer is released by the substrate and
adheres to the upper hydrophobic layer to decrease its contact
with water molecules.
For the fabrication of tBLG, except for lifting monolayer

graphene, another important step comes from the efficient
design of twist angles. Note that by mechanical exfoliation we
can easily obtain two adjacent monolayer graphene sheets with
the same crystal orientation, which is convenient to control the
rotational alignment of the layer-by-layer stacked graphene
sheets. Figure 1b,c presents the optical images of the
mechanically exfoliated individual graphene sheets deposited
onto the SiO2/Si substrate. Generally, the straight edges in
mechanically exfoliated monolayer graphene sheets were
selected as crystallographic references to determine the crystal
orientation.38 However, limited by the optical resolution, the
straight edges are often a mixture of both zigzag and armchair
segments instead of purely zigzag or armchair, which would

Figure 3. Characterization of twist angles. (a−d) SAED results of four typical tBLGs showing different twist angles. (e) Raman spectrum
characterized based on samples in (a−d). (f) FHWM and intensity of 2D peaks of tBLGs with different twist angles.
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challenge the accuracy of the crystal axes identification. Thus,
we further employ a nondestructive and straightforward atomic
force microscopy (AFM) method to determine the detailed
zigzag or armchair crystal orientations.39 The analysis based on
fast Fourier transform (FFT) images reveals the lattice
orientation of monolayer graphene sheet. We select two
individual graphene sheets with the same crystal axes as
components as presented in Figure 1e,f. Here, the controllable
twist angle between two monolayer graphene sheets can be
realized with the help of a rotation stage (the accuracy is
∼0.2°). We advocate that the method presented in this work
can be extended to build other 2D homostructures with long-
period superlattices, such as the m-tBLG moire ́ pattern as
shown in Figure 1g. Here, benefitting from the clean surface of
such m-tBLG, we can obtain the clear image of such a long-
period moire ́ pattern with a relaxed structure.
To demonstrate the relative twist angles of tBLGs samples

fabricated by the wetting-assisted transfer method, we
fabricated four samples with twist angles in a range of 0.2°−
10.5° and characterized their twist angles by selected area
electron diffraction (SAED). Figure 3a−d shows the SAED
results of tBLG samples characterized by transmission electron
microscopy (TEM), and the bright hexagonal diffraction spots
reveal the crystal orientation of exfoliated graphene lattice.
Note that most of tBLGs samples show two sets of hexagonal
diffraction spots, which can be ascribed to the stacking of the
two constituent monolayers. However, for the m-tBLG (θ <
1°), the twist angle is so small that the spacing between the
two sets of spots is indistinguishable. Alternatively, in this case,
the moire ́ pattern instead of hexagonal diffraction spots is used
to identify the relative twist angles. As a case, Figure 1g
presents the periodic moire ́ pattern of tBLGs with twist angle
0.2° characterized by lateral force microscopy.

To confirm the uniformity of the tBLGs fabricated by the
wetting assisted transfer method, Raman spectra of the tBLGs
samples are measured, with Bernal stacked bilayer graphene as
reference. The same tBLGs samples are utilized for both
Raman spectra and DF-TEM characterizations. As shown in
Figure 3e, each Raman spectrum exhibits two distinct peaks at
∼1580 cm−1, corresponding to graphene G band, and at
∼2700 cm−1, corresponding to graphene 2D band.40 For m-
tBLG, similar to the Bernal stacked bilayer graphene, the 2D
band is dispersive and can be fitted into four Lorentzian bands
with slightly different frequencies compared to the monolayer
graphene. While for tBLGs with relatively large twist angle, the
R′ band originating from the graphene superlattice is activated
at a low twist angle (3° < θ < 8°), and the R′ frequency
increases monotonically as the twist angle increases.41 Besides,
the large-twist-angle tBLG (10° < θ < 15°) would exhibit ∼20-
fold of the enhanced Raman G band compared with the
intensity of the 2D band.41 Such an enhancement implies the
strong interlayer interaction of π-bond electrons and the
emergence of van Hove singularities (VHSs) with the
appearance of R bands.42 Because the 2D band is very
sensitive to the electronic and phonon band structure of
graphene,40 we also further analyzed the full width at half-
maximum (FWHM) and the intensity of the 2D peak with
respect to the relative twist angles.42 Figure 3f shows that with
the increase of twist angles the FWHM of 2D peak increases
slightly at small twist angle (θ < 1°) but decreases significantly
at larger twist angle (θ > 1°). Meanwhile, the Raman 2D band
intensity shows a contrary trend compared to that of the
FWHM. Previous works have revealed that the Raman spectra
of tBLGs strongly depend on the relative rotation angle
between layers,41,42 and the evolution of the Raman signature
in our work agrees well with it, for example, the appearance of
the R and R′ peaks.41

Figure 4. Characterization of the surface and interface of tBLG sample obtained by the wetting transfer method. (a) Schematic of mechanical and
heating treatment. (b) AFM topology taken from the tBLG on SiO2/Si substrate and the white dashed line indicating the tBLG region. (c) Friction
forces measured on mechanical exfoliated and wetting transferred graphene. (d) Raman mapping image showing the FWHM of the 2D peak (2700
cm−1) of the solid box labeled region in (b). (e) Typical Raman spectrum of different regions corresponding to the square and circle marks in (d).
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Besides the designated twist angles in the fabrication of
tBLG samples, the atomically clean interface is paramount to
ensure intimate contact between the graphene flakes and fulfill
their performance in electronic and optoelectronic devices.43,44

However, contaminants such as water, hydrocarbon molecules,
and ambient air are inevitably trapped between the inter-
face.13,33,45,46 The adhesive force at the interface often
squeezes such contaminants into bubbles with size typically
ranging from a few nanometers up to several micro-
meters.33,47,48 To remove those contaminants, we applied the
thermal and mechanical treatment sequence,43,49 as illustrated
in Figure 4a. We first heated the tBLG at ∼100 °C, which can
make the bubbles physically mobile. Interestingly, heating
treatment makes bubbles merge into larger size but does not
remove the residues completely due to the lack of directional
loading. To check the cleanness of the annealed sample, the
lateral force was applied to the tBLG via the AFM tip
scanning.49 The AFM topography of the tBLG sample shown
in Figure 4b indicates that most of interfacial contaminants
have been removed after thermal and mechanical treatment.
To demonstrate the intimate surface feature of tBLG on a
SiO2/Si substrate, we further conducted the friction tests by
AFM. For comparison, the Bernal stacked bilayer graphene
sample prepared by mechanical exfoliation method was used as
a reference. Figure 4c shows the similar mean friction force
versus normal force curves, implying the obtained clean surface
of as-prepared tBLG sample. Furthermore, Figure 4e
represents the typical Raman spectra of both the stacked and
unstacked regions, corresponding to the twisted bilayer
graphene and monolayer, respectively. The 2D band of the
unstacked region can be fitted with a single Lorentzian peak
(FWHM ∼24 cm−1 shown in Figure S7), as expected for
monolayer graphene,40 while the 2D band in the stacked
region is achieved with four Lorentzian peaks. Specifically, for
the m-tBLG sample, the FWHM of the 2D peak (∼65 cm−1) is

similar to that of AB stacked bilayer graphene.40 The FWHM
mapping of the 2D band in Figure 4d indicates that the
FWHM in the stacked region is larger than that of the
unstacked region, demonstrating high stack quality and
uniformity of the tBLG samples. To thoroughly testify the
quality of the transferred sample, we used conductive atomic
force microscopy (c-AFM) to characterize the interfacial
conductivity of twisted graphene layers (Figure S8), which
reflects the interlayer coupling. The current signal exhibits the
clear moire ́ pattern in the wrinkling−eliminating region.
Considering the moire ́ pattern resulting from the interlayer
vdW coupling, we believe that the twisted graphene layers
possess the ultraclean interface and surface. In addition, we
also prepared the typical FET (based on tBLG) by our transfer
method, and the mobility of the carriers was estimated as be
∼2173 cm2 V−1 s−1 (Figure S9), which is comparable to the
values reported in the polymer-transferred AB-stacked bilayer
graphene50 and tBLG.16

A key advantage of our tBLG samples is that they can
implement with suspended devices, without the limitation of h-
BN which has been frequently used previously.25 More
interestingly, we can even achieve the recyclable transfer for
the freestanding sample on patterned substrate, as shown in
Figure S10. Through the repeated lift and drop steps (Figure
5a−c), we can further transfer the m-tBLG sample on the
Si3N4 grid, as shown in the optical image in Figure S11. We
employ dark-field transmission electron microscopy (DF-
TEM) to explore its atomic structure of the m-tBLG sample.
An aperture in the diffraction plane of the electron microscope
selects electrons scattered through a narrow range of
diffraction angles, distinguishing between regions of different
crystallographic symmetries. The SAED pattern of the m-tBLG
is shown in Figure 5d. The AB and BA stacking domains were
imaged through the [101̅0] diffraction angles as shown in
Figure 5e. These shadow (AB) and light (BA) triangular

Figure 5. Freestanding m-tBLG characterized by HRTEM. (a−c) Schematic of the transfer process of freestanding tBLG. (d) Selected area
electron diffraction (SAED) pattern of the m-tBLG from the freestanding area. (e) Dark-field image of the m-tBLG showing the long-period moire ́
pattern (93 nm, θ = 0.15°). (f) MD simulation of the relaxed moire ́ pattern indicating the AA, AB, DW, and BA stack regions.
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elements are densely laid to form hexagonal moire ́ pattern
originating from marginally twist angle, also known as the
relaxed moire ́ pattern.7 Here, the period of moire ́ pattern (93
nm) represents that the twist angle is 0.15° according to the
relationship between twist angle and moire ́ period.51 The
straight one-dimensional channels (DWs) formed along the
boundary of triangular elements, which can exhibit extra-
ordinary physical properties.11,52 In addition, we found that the
atomic dislocation in the DW region is perpendicular to the
armchair direction, consistent with previous reports.9 Here we
also performed MD simulation using KC potential53 as shown
in Figure 5f, in which it can be concluded that the DW in the
relaxed moire ́ pattern is shear solitons.9 It is also worth
mentioning that the freestanding m-tBLG fabricated by our
method can be applied to achieve strain engineering to tune
the moire ́ superlattice. For example, the moire ́ image in Figure
5e shows that the superlattice is easy to deform due to the
presence of strain.54

■ CONCLUSION
In conclusion, using a facile wetting transfer method to
delaminate monolayer graphene from the substrate, we achieve
the supported and freestanding tBLG with a designable twist
angle that offers a platform to explore the fancy properties of
the moire ́ superlattice. On the basis of theoretical analysis and
MD simulation results, we find that the successful transfer of
graphene is mainly determined by the surface properties of the
substrate and the transfer steps. This proposed mechanism can
also be extended to the fabrication of other 2D material-based
homo/heterostructure systems. Besides, the Raman, AFM, and
TEM characterizations demonstrate the prepared tBLG
possess the clean surface and interface. Finally, we succeed
in fabricating the m-tBLG to study its relaxed moire ́ pattern.

■ METHODS
Sample Fabrication. The flake graphite from Shanghai Onway

was used to mechanically exfoliate monolayer graphene sheet. The
PDMS solution was made by using a mixture of Sylgard 184
prepolymer and curing agent with a 10:1 mol % ratio. After being
dried in a vacuum dryer at 80−90 °C, the PDMS thin film (2 mm × 2
mm) was placed on the microtranslation stage which can be precisely
controlled under optical microscopy. After dropping water on the
PDMS surface, we quickly moved the stage to the top of graphene to
avoid water evaporation. Then we kept the PDMS film gently close to
the graphene surface. It should be noticed that the PDMS must
contact graphene monolayers first to ensure the integrity of graphene.
When the droplet on PDMS spread out the SiO2 substrate, the PDMS
stamp was quickly peeled off by lifting the stage. Next, the PDMS
stamp with the lifted graphene monolayer was translated to the top of
another marked monolayer graphene. Through rotating the under-
lying platform, we can set the rotation angle which can also be
confirmed by optical micrographs. Thanks to a stronger vdW bonding
between graphene interlayer, the graphene making contact with
PDMS was easily attached to underlying graphene. Here, the twisted
bilayer graphene was fabricated successfully since the PDMS detached
from the substrate.
Characterization. The AFM (Asylum Research Cypher) was used

to obtain atomic-resolution images and moire ́ pattern images. The
AFM (Dimension Icon, Veeco) in the standard tapping mode was
utilized to measure the topography of the tBLG, including the height
profile. High-frequency Raman measurements were performed by
using an Invo-Renishaw system with an incident wavelength of 514
nm. The spectral resolution was 1.0 cm−1, and the spatial resolution
was ∼1 μm. The laser intensity was kept below 0.5 mW to avoid local
heating induced by the laser. For the Raman scanning under various
heights, Raman spectra from every spot of the sample were recorded

with a step size of 100 nm. All featured bands in Raman spectra of
graphene were fitted with Lorentzian functions to obtain the peak
positions. Selected area electron diffraction (SAED) and HRTEM
were done in a TEM (Titan G2 80-300, FEI) with a spherical
aberration corrector on the imaging side and a monochromator that
reduces the energy spread down to 0.15 eV. The microscope was
operated at an acceleration voltage of 80 kV. In dark-field imaging,
AB/BA domain contrast was obtained by taking the g = 101̅0 image
with the specimen tilted of the zone axis (<5°). The electron
diffraction patterns were acquired by a Gatan WA-Orius camera, and
dark-field images and HRTEM images were obtained by a Gatan BM-
UltraScan.

MD Simulations. The MD simulations in this work were
performed by using a large-scale atomic/molecular massively parallel
simulator (LAMMPS). A 5 × 5 nm2 monolayer graphene sheet with a
prelifted edge was placed on a solid substrate immersed in a 1.1 nm
thick water film consisting of 4009 water molecules. The height of the
prelifted edge was 4 Å, which is in correspondence with thermal
fluctuation of graphene. Another solid platform was placed above the
water as the substrate to be transferred onto. This initial configuration
was built with the aid of the Packmol program.55 Both the underlying
and upper solid substrates were constructed based on the face-
centered-cubic (FCC) lattice structure. A single point charge/
extended (SPC/E) model was used to describe the water molecules.56

The interactions among the carbon atoms in graphene sheet were
described by the Tersoff potential.57 The Lennard-Jones (LJ)
potential was used to describe water−substrate and graphene−
substrate interactions:
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where r is the distance between two atoms, ε is the strength of the
interaction, and σ determines the distance at which the two atoms are
at equilibrium. The cutoff length of all potentials was set to be rc = 10
Å. The specific LJ parameters are listed in Table 1. The size of the

simulation box is 122.4 × 122.4 × 34 Å3. Periodic boundary
conditions were applied in the x and y directions, and fix boundary
conditions were used in the z direction. All the simulations were
performed in the NVT ensemble with a time step of 1 fs. The
temperature of graphene and water was kept constant at 298 K by
employing a Nose−́Hoover thermostat.
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Table 1. LJ Parameters for the MD Simulations

interaction pair ε (eV) σ (Å)

oxygen−oxygen 0.006734 3.166
carbon−oxygen 0.004020 3.283
carbon−lower substrate atom 0.006 3.0
carbon−upper substrate atom 0.001 3.0
oxygen−lower substrate atom 0.015, 0.025, 0.03 3.0
oxygen−upper substrate atom 0.0005 3.0
others 0.0 3.0
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